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Looking Ahead With Purpose
Dear Friends and Supporters,
Casa de Esperanza’s mission would not be possible without the unwavering support of our
incredible community. For 43 years, your generosity has provided a beacon of hope for children
and families facing crisis. Whether through fostering, adopting, volunteering, or giving, you have
played a vital role in ensuring that children are safe, loved, and given the opportunity to thrive. We
are continuously reminded of the power of community—parents who trust us with their children,
families who open their hearts and homes, and donors who make it all possible. It is this shared
commitment that strengthens families and allows us to continue breaking the cycle of child abuse
and neglect.

As we reflect on this past year, we celebrate the lives changed through your love and dedication.
The success stories within these pages are a testament to the impact of your support—providing
safety, stability, and hope to those who need it most. As we move forward, we look ahead with
purpose, striving to make an even greater impact in the lives of the children and families we serve.
With ongoing changes in the child welfare system, we remain committed to navigating these shifts
with care and intention, ensuring that Casa de Esperanza continues to be a place of refuge,
healing, and opportunity. Thank you for being the heart of our mission.

With sincere appreciation,

MELISSA L. SIMON, MSW, CFRE

Chief Executive Officer

MISSION
Casa de Esperanza de los Niños strives to break the
cycle of child abuse and neglect for at-risk infants, 
children and their families by providing
comprehensive residential and family support
programs that transform 
people and communities.

VISION
Every child deserves a home that provides
safety, health, permanence, and hope.
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Who You Helped Us Serve
Through Foster Care IN 2024

CHILDREN’S ETHNICITY
42%
African American

24%
Hispanic

18%
Multiracial (Hispanic)

6%
Multiracial (Non-Hispanic)

9%
Caucasian

AGE AT ADMISSION
Newborn to 12

months

2 years of age

3 years of age

4 years of age

Between the
ages of 1 to 2

years old

PARENT
CIRCUMSTANCES:

33%
Homeless

27%
Were in

Foster Care

39%
History of

Mental Illness

45%
Criminal

History

39%
No High School

Diploma

45%
History of

Substance

Abuse

94%
Unemployed

33%

21%

18%

18%

9%

33
children
received

4,894
days of
foster care

3



OUR PROGRAMS

Our Foster Care Program offers safety and loving care for children aged newborn to six years
old who are at risk for abuse and neglect. Children receive care in trauma-informed, loving
homes where we address their basic needs including healthcare. Individualized plans are
followed to help them reach appropriate developmental milestones and heal from th e effects
of trauma and neglect. 

FOSTER CARE

FAMILY SUPPORT POST-PERMANENCY

VOLUNTEERS

To learn more about our programs, please visit our
website at www.casahope.org/programs or scan the
QR code

Parents receive personalized case
management while their children are in our
Foster Care program and after reunification.
Our case managers develop tailored plans
with referrals for substance abuse
treatment, housing, employment, and
parenting skills. Reunified families continue
receiving support through our Aftercare
Program, including access to essential
resources like our food pantry, diaper bank,
and children's clothing closet.

Support is offered to families who have
opened their hearts to children in need
through adoption or permanent
conservatorship. Because early neglect and
trauma have lifelong effects, we provide
resources to help families navigate their
child’s unique needs. Casa de Esperanza’s
Post-Permanency Program remains available
for as long as support is needed.

Volunteers for Casa de Esperanza go above and beyond to support our mission. From volunteer
foster parents who open their hearts and homes to children in crisis, to weekly volunteers who
spend time with our children or help in the office, to our group volunteers who host playdates,
keep our food pantry stocked, and make our grounds beautiful, to our event and leadership
volunteers - we would not be successful without you!
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The need to protect our children and strengthen our
families is both urgent and ongoing, and Casa de
Esperanza is committed to exploring additional,

innovative ways to serve our at-risk families.

Adapting to a New 
Child Welfare Landscape

The entire structure of child welfare in Texas is changing. Both public agencies, like the

Department of Family and Protective Services, and private organizations, such as Casa de

Esperanza and other advocacy groups, are continuously working toward a day when child

abuse and neglect are eradicated.

What is Texas Child-Centered Care?

Casa de Esperanza’s mission is to break the cycle of child abuse and neglect, and we do

that by providing safe foster care for children and family strengthening services for

parents. While our mission has not changed, we have responded to the changes around us

in the child welfare system in several ways, including doubling down on outreach efforts

to community organizations who serve the same population to better ensure we can

reach the vulnerable children and families who need us. The need to protect our children

and strengthen our families is both urgent and ongoing, and Casa de Esperanza is

committed to exploring additional, innovative ways to serve our at-risk families.

Comprehensive transformation of the Texas
foster care system 

Designed to improve outcomes for children and
youth in care 

Replaces current system of care 

Utilizes a universal child assessment tool
Placement based on child needs
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37 Caregivers and 10
Volunteer Community

Foster Parents provided
care

Elisa was scared and quiet upon arrival, not wanting to talk or interact with anybody in the

house. However, our caregivers focused on building up trust week by week, working to

make her feel safe and comfortable. She grew to become very loving towards the other

children and caregivers in the house. At dinner time, one of her favorite things to do was go

around the table and ask everyone how they felt and how their day had been. We are so

glad we had the opportunity to help her grow in trust before she was reunited with her

parents.

Each of my kids
taught me how to love
better. Caring for them
taught me how to
advocate more fiercely
for their needs.

92% of children
remained reunified

with family 6 months
after discharge

100% of children made
progress toward meeting

developmental milestones

Children were taken for 245
medical visits, including
regular checkups, dental

care, and specialists 

FOSTER CARE PROGRAM
Success Story

-Abby, AmeriCorps Hands of Hope 

Service Member 
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 of parents reported an increase in
their confidence to successfully parent

& keep their child(ren) safe

SERVICES
FAMILY SUPPORT

100% of families
maintained stable housing
for at least 6 months after

reunification

77 families with 188
children and 84 adults

received Aftercare
services

100%

Sarah didn’t have consistent parenting when she was a girl. She missed out on learning many life skills
that would have been helpful when raising her own children. When Sarah and her kids were reunited
after 7 months apart, her kids talked about how much they enjoyed and missed the meals at Casa.
Sarah asked her Casa case manager for help learning to cook dinners. Her case manager helped Sarah
find recipes, plan a grocery list within her budget, and went over to the apartment to help Sarah with
the basics of making a meal. This gave Sarah so much confidence and we are excited to see her grow
as a mom!

Cultivating Hope
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78 families with 127
adults and 120

children received
services 

PROGRAMPOST-PERMANENCY

6 post-secondary
students received support

through the Casa
Scholarship Program

13 families received
educational and

developmental assistance

Mia’s journey with Casa de Esperanza began
as a foster baby in Richard and Dana’s home,
where she quickly became part of their
family. With Casa’s support, they navigated
the challenges of foster care and fulfilled
their dream of adoption, giving Mia the
loving, permanent home she deserved. Now,
as she prepares to graduate high school and
attend Texas State University, Richard and
Dana reflect on the unconditional love that
changed all of their lives. Their story is a
testament to the lasting impact of post-
permanency support—ensuring that children
like Mia continue to thrive long after leaving
foster care.

Mia needed a
family, and we
were blessed to be
in the right place
at the right time.

 - Richard and Dana
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PROGRAM
VOLUNTEER

In 2024, 347
volunteers gave

over 55,562
hours of time

valued at
$1,860,771!

Marris Goldberg 
Maria Zepeda from Herbalife Houston STS

Thank You!

2024 Volunteers of the Year
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THANK YOU
TO OUR 2024 DONORS!

$100,000+
A Friend of Casa de Esperanza 
The George Foundation
The William Stamps Farish Fund

$50,000 - $99,999
The Brown Foundation
EOG Resources, Inc.
The Fondren Foundation
Herbalife Family Foundation
John P. McGovern Foundation
The W.T. and Louise J. Moran
.   Foundation  

$25,000 - $49,999
Burns & McDonnell
CFP Foundation
The Clayton Fund, Inc.
The Ellwood Foundation
George and Mary Josephine                   
   Hamman Foundation
Halliburton Charity Golf          
  Tournament, Inc.
The Henderson-Wessendorff   
   Foundation
Junior League of Houston, Inc.
The Florence and William K. 
   McGee, Jr. Family Foundation
M. D. Anderson Foundation
Medallion Foundation, Inc.
Palmer Foundation
Pape-Dawson Engineers
Sterling-Turner Foundation
Texas Mutual Workers'
.   Compensation Insurance 
Whalley Foundation
Mr. Jelani Kendrick and Mrs. 
   Alison Young

$10,000 - $24,999
A Friend of Casa de Esperanza 
ACH Child and Family Services 
Mr. and Mrs. Bart Barrett 
Boyd and Evelyn Mullen
.  Charitable Foundation 
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights
.  Aids, Inc.
 Mr. Kenneth Jeck and Mr.
.  Carlos Caballero 
Calpine Corporation 
Charity Guild of Catholic
.   Women 
The Church of St. John the
.   Divine 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Clay 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Crum 
D2 Integrity, LLC 
Mr. and Mrs. Damon Daniels 

Dr. Regina Lewis & Dr. Joseph
.  Chen 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Chismar 
ConocoPhillips, Inc. 
Deloitte 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Dicharry 
Mr. and Mrs. Miguel Espinosa 
The Greening Family Foundation 
Grits Foundation 
GrubHub Community 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Hatz 
Dr. Shannon and Mr. Patrick
.  Hayes 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Hempel 
The Albert & Ethel Herzstein
.  Charitable Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery Hildebrand 
Houston Northwest Lions Club 
Mr. Richard Hulbert 
Mr. and Mrs. James Lambuth 
Mr. Joseph Landry 
LKJ Financial, LLC 
The Lewis and Joan Lowenstein
.   Foundation 
Marek Family Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McGee 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Fred Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Michelman 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Moran 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Morris 
National Basketball Association
.  Foundation 
Nelson Family Foundation 
Outscan Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. William O'Neil 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Parker 
Piper Sandler 
Reliant Energy, Inc. 
Ryan, LLC 
Mr. Philip Schneidau 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Simon 
Society for Marketing
.   Professional Services  
Ms. Ann Stoudenmire 
Mr. Alan Ellahham and Mr.
.  Thomas Strong 
The Tapeats Fund 
Truist Financial Corporation 
Mr. and Mrs. John Turner 
The Iris and Lloyd Webre
.   Foundation 
Mr. Martin Reichenthal and Ms.
.   Ellen Welsh 
Ms. Susan Williford 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Yetter 

Fred and Mabel R. Parks                   .
.  Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Gentle 
Mr. Robert Goodfellow 
Harris County Jury Fund 
Harry S. & Isabel C. Cameron       .
.  Foundation 
H. E. Butt Grocery Company 
HEB Tournament of Champions .
.   Charitable Trust 
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Holiday 
Huffington Foundation 
Jack H. and William M. Light           .
.   Charitable Trust 
John T. Shea Charitable                    .
.   Foundation 
Kiwanis Foundation of Houston 
Leslie L. Alexander Foundation,  .
.   Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Lloyd 
Lyondell Chemical Co. 
Mrs. Flo McGee 
Memorial Drive Presbyterian      .
.  Church 
The H. Scott Caven, III Memorial .
.  Foundation Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Molinaro 
Mustang Cat Charitable Fund
Dr. Mary and Mr. Ronald Neal 
NRG Retail Foundation 
Ovintiv Canada ULC 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Prochazka 
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Register 
Reynolds & Reynolds 
Robert W. & Pearl Wallis Knox
.  Charitable Foundation 
Saint Anne Catholic Church 
Service Corporation International 
Shirley and David Toomim
.  Family Foundation 
Spindletop Community Impact
.  Partners, Inc. 
Stephen & Mary Birch Foundation,
.  Inc. 
The Stewart Foundation 
Strake Foundation 
Mr. Wade Upton 
The Susan Vaughan Foundation,
.  Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. William Winters 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Woodside 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Zimmerman 

$5,000 - $9,999
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Balagia 
Mr. and Mrs. George Ball 
Mr. and Mrs. David Barringer 
Central Bank of Houston 

Denotes gifts received, not pledged. Every effort
has been made to ensure the accuracy of this list.
We apologize for any errors or omissions.10



Casa de Esperanza
Foundation

Casa de Esperanza de los Niños, Inc.

$34,853

($314,629)

$892,174

$9,540

$4,373,505

$3,122,310

Investment and Other Income

Cash and Short-term Investments $422,766

$4,415,619

2024 PRELIMINARYFINANCIALS*

Contributions

Casa de Esperanza Foundation Funding

Gain on Asset Disposition

Operating Expenses

Change in Net Assets

Total Assets

Total Assets $17,996,849

Expenses

69%
Programs

11%
Development

20%
Admin

Sources of Revenue

18%
Events

20%
Individuals

8%
Corporate

30%
Foundation & Grants

1%
Interest & Other Income

22%
Casa Foundation

1%
Religious Organizations

*2024 audited financials will be available
on the website www.casahope.org 11



THANK YOU TO OUR 2024 
BOARDS AND TRUSTEES

GOVERNING BOARD
Meg Gentle, President
Ben Brown, Past President
Michael Morris, Treasurer
Mary Ellen Prochazka, Secretary
Rebecca “Becky” Baker
Bart Barrett
Jose Delgado
Karen Dixon
Kathleen Foster, LMSW,* Founder
Shannon Hayes, M.D.
Michael Johnson
Jonathon Martinez
Tom McGee
Colleen McLaughlin
Scott Michelman
Kelley Morris (JLH Rep, non-voting)
Kathleen J. Motil, M.D., Ph.D.*
Katie Register
Matt Reichenthal
Megan Ryan
Alison Young
Melissa L. Simon, MSW, CFRE (non-
voting) CEO

EMERITUS (NON-VOTING)
MEMBERS
Michael Cordúa
Marsha Dodson
Josephine Rodgers
Ed Smith (Posthumously)
Marilyn Wilking, M.D.

FOUNDATION TRUSTEES
Daniel Molinaro, Chair
Karen W. Dixon, Board Vice Chair, 
  Casa Governing Liaison 
Melissa L. Simon, CEO, 
  Secretary - Treasurer
David Barringer
Will Brown
Miguel Espinosa
Billy O’Neil
Frank Rynd
Charles Simmons
Wade Upton

EMERITUS (NON-VOTING)
MEMBERS

Karrie and Jeff Allen
Adela and Pedro Alvarez
Frances and Tim Arnoult
Mary and Jack Balagia 
Julie Baldwin
Tammy Barringer
Melissa Barrett 
Laurel and James E. "Jeb" Bashaw 
Anne Marie Blacketer, CFRE
Jenine Boyd
Juliet and Scott Breeze
Caroline Brown
Jessica Brown
Donna and George Buenik
Regina Lewis and Joseph Chen
Julie and Stephen Chen
Jordan and Bryan Chismar
David Cordúa
Lucia Cordúa
Kathy and Steve Covey
Jacquelyn and Collin Cox
Emily Crosswell
Sylvie and Gary Crum
Julymar Morantes
Brittany Dinerstein
Hank Dixon 
Samuel Dodson, III
Lauren and Carlton Ellis
Tami and Frank Erwin
Mary Espinosa
Raine and Alan Falik
Mitzi and Tom Fleissner
Juliet Galvez
Tracey E. Gilliland 
Alayna and Brian Gendron
Kirk Gentle
Ana Trevino-Godfrey and 
   Jonathon Godfrey
Marris and Rob Goldberg
Carol and Frank Gruen
Ricardo Guajardo
Amy and Amir Halevy
Clayton and Spencer Harkness
Sally and Forrest Hoglund
Katie and Patrick Hwu
Isla and Joseph Jornayvaz
Sarah Joseph
Betty and Jim Key
Brenda and Tom KochLonnie L. Blanchard

Josephine W. Rodgers

ADVISORY BOARD
Adrienne L. LeGendre, M.D.
Araceli Martinez
Becky and David McClanahan
Christiana and Luke McConn
Flo McGee
Tina Melo
Susu and Fred Meyer
Mindy Michelman 
Doris and Paul Miller
Peggy and Pete Miller
Martha and Peter Mims
Ali and Pearson Montgomery
Jerri and Jim Moore
Beth and Richard Morris
Lynne Morris
Hannah Herzog and Roland Mosher
Mary and Ron Neal
Sarah and Tim Neuhaus
Laura and Roy Nichol
Brooke O'Neil
Marsha and Charles Parker
Scott Prochazka
Amy and Mike Reeves
Gwen and Jonas Referente
Jay Register
Virginia Rico
Ashley and Roger Rule
Leslie Simmons
Lauren and Trent Sims
Lindsay Strattan 
Alan Ellahham and Thomas Strong
Lois Thomsen
Carrie and John Vallone
Jackie and Darrin Ward 
Rita Wearden
Kim Wheless
Connie and Tommy Wright
Ellen A. Yarrell
Greta and Chuck Zimmerman


